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ELLENBROOK RAIL LINE — WHITEMAN PARK 
793. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
I will start by welcoming the staff and students from St Damien’s Catholic Primary School in the member for 
Dawesville’s electorate, who are in the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon. 
My question is to the Premier. Will the Premier guarantee that no part of Whiteman Park, which includes the 
Marshall Road lands, will ever be used for housing — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr P.C. Tinley: People would have to die to get in there under you! 
The SPEAKER: I call the Minister for Housing to order for the first time; I am on my feet. Members, I will hear 
the question in silence. Start again, member for Vasse. 
Ms L. METTAM: Will the Premier guarantee that no part of Whiteman Park, which includes the Marshall Road 
lands, will ever be used for housing or high-rise developments under his government? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I do not know where the shadow minister has been, but we recently launched our map for the Morley–Ellenbrook 
rail line. That is for rail. We are going to build a rail line to the community of Ellenbrook, which has been seeking 
a rail line for the best part of 20 years. It will run alongside Whiteman Park and through some of the reserves. It 
will run through an area called the Marshall Road lands, which is a buffer area. As I explained to the member the 
day before yesterday, that area was contained within the strategic plan that members opposite launched when they 
were in government. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is the plan, Mr Speaker; that is what we intend to do. We want to get on with it. 
However, it was brought to my attention that a significant project under the last government went straight through 
the middle of Whiteman Park, took out 181 hectares and did not receive parliamentary approval. That was the 
NorthLink WA project. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The NorthLink project should have had parliamentary approval, but the previous government 
did not get it. There was no metropolitan region scheme approval. The previous government did not actually get 
MRS approval to build a major road right through the middle of Whiteman Park. That is the way you did things 
in government! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Vasse! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The previous government went right through the middle of Whiteman Park with a massive 
highway. It took out 181 hectares. There was nothing to see there! It did not get the MRS approval that is required 
by law. We now have to do that retrospectively, because the previous government failed to abide by the law. The 
member now comes in here and whinges about us putting a rail line not in the park but in the buffer zone, which 
will provide a station so that people can access the park. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members on my right! Minister for Water! 
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